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Hindu University of America
So far, the Priest needs for Hindu Temples and Hindu communities are mostly met by bringing qualified Purohitas from India.  Some smaller communities meet their needs by some one learning on his/her own the required minimal set of purohitai and providing the services to the community. This system needs to be improved.  As more and more non-Hindus come in contact with Hindus, many would like to know more about Hindu way of life, and how the lofty philosophies (Tatva Darshana) are integrated in the daily life through various rituals.  A qualified purohita should be able to help non-Hindus in this quest.  As the interfaith dialogues increase, a qualified purohita must be able to provide correct perspective of Hindu Darshana and rituals to the people of other faiths– both to the sympathetic and hostile.
In order to meet these requirements, Purohitas must be able to converse with the Hindu children growing up in this country at the level, and in the language (lingo) they can understand, and fill the gap which parents may not be able to do.  Purohitas must be able to go to a Church (and like institutions) and to schools and talk on Hindu way of life in a manner the audience can understand.  As always, they need to be well versed in  Hindu scriptures– Key Upanishads,  Mahabharat, Ramayana, Bhagavad Gita, some popular puranas, etc.  They need to have working knowledge of Sanskrit, and religious texts in original; to be well versed in the philosophic concepts, and their application in daily life through rituals at home, in the temples, during festivals, through sanskaras, etc. Hindu priests need to be well versed in the rituals of Temples, deities, traditions; in Sanskaras (stages of pre- birth to  post-death); in Yagna, Havan etc.; in Katha and Vyakhyaan of  Ram Charita Manas, Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavatam,  Satya Narayan Katha  and  Bhajans.  Also they need to have the ability to articulate in English and in one of the Indian Languages (Hindi, Gujarati or one of the Southern languages) – to Hindus, non Hindus and to children.
Based on the inputs from several of temples in the country, Hindu University is developing a Paurohitya Program leading to a Diploma and a Master’s degree in Hindu Divinity.  Planning of this program has just started, curriculum and courses are being chalked out and HU is looking for a dedicated faculty to be added to our faculty. HU plan includes: development of a minimum criteria for awarding diploma to those who already have some back ground and training from elsewhere; offering of classes for studies and training towards Diploma and Degree programs; and work with various institutions in India as well as in North America to develop the program. 
Master program in Hindu Divinity is being design to include four groups of courses: 1. Hindu Tradition:  Four courses (12 credits) Principles of Hinduism, Basic Hindu Scriptures, Basic Jyotish, Principles and Practices of Yoga Meditation; 2. Sanskrit: Two courses (6 credits); 3. General:  Three courses (9 credits) Public Speaking and Communication Skills; Spiritual Counseling (including social and psychological counseling); and World Major Religions (and community diversities); and 4. Rituals: Four courses (12 credits) – Sanskaras, Festivals and Pujas; Rituals in different Sampradayas; and Field Practice.
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